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stituted the Extreme Right of the ministry, commonly
gave his vote on the Extreme Left.

Equally unfit was the Minister of Commerce, Count
Itzenplitz, to steer for himself his overladen ministerial
bark: he allowed himself to be borne along by the current
which his subordinates made for him. Perhaps it would
have been impossible to find for the manifold ramifications
of the Ministry of Commerce of that day a chief who
would have been qualified to lead his subordinates in all
the technical matters which fell within his province; but
Count Itzenplitz was far less aii/ait in the solution of the
problems which came before him than, for example, von der
Heydt, and in technical questions fell all but helplessly
under the guidance of the experts, Delbriick in particular.
Moreover, he was of a yielding disposition and lacked the
energy needful for the administration of so great a depart-
ment. Dishonest practices were imputed to certain promi-
nent colleagues in the Ministry of Commerce. To a man
of honour, and such the chief certainly was, this was in the
last degree disquieting; yet he hardly knew how to pro-
ceed, because the technical assistance of the officials whom
he himself suspected seemed to him indispensable. Sup-
port for my policy I could not expect from either of the
colleagues I am speaking of, whether I estimated their
powers of comprehending it or the measure of good-will
which they might have to spare for me, a junior President
not originally belonging to the service.

I found von Jagow, Minister of the Interior, a minister
who, by the animation of his tone, his verbosity and dog
matism in discussion, soon incurred the dislike of his col-
leagues in such a degree as to cause him to be replaced by
Count Frederick Eulenburg. His character is shown by
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